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THE HAGUE--Making 
space for others and their 
views. It is this motto that 
Member of the First Cham-
ber of the Dutch Parlia-
ment Ruard Ganzevoort of 
the green left party Groen-
Links, professor of practi-
cal theology and former 
preacher also applies in 
his approach towards the 
Dutch Caribbean.
  But that doesn’t mean he 
isn’t critical about some de-
velopments, especially in 
Bonaire, 
St. Eustatius and Saba, 
the Caribbean part of The 
Netherlands. The burden of 
too many taxes and regula-
tions, the steep prices, high 
airfare between the Wind-
ward Islands, a trimmed 
health care package and 
the lack of commitment to 
assist where help is really 
needed bothers him. 
  According to Ganzevoort 
(47), a member of the First 
Chamber’s Permanent 
Committee for Kingdom 
Relations and part of the 
delegation that visited the 
islands early January 2013, 
The Netherlands is espe-
cially over-regulating in 
the Dutch public entities 
Bonaire, St. Eustatius and 
Saba.
  “While on the islands it 
became clear to me that we 
are doing too much. We can 
do without so much legisla-
tion, especially considering 
the small scale of these is-
lands. Take infrastructure. 
Prohibiting the dumping of 
waste water is beautiful but 
what good does it do when 
you have no sewage lines. 
The islands are plagued by 
regulations that are quite 
impossible to execute.”
  The new tax structure 
that The Netherlands im-
plemented on the public 
entities is another exam-
ple of too much and too 
complicated, according 
to Ganzevoort. Instead of 
making things too compli-
cated, authorities should 
work on a better tax com-
pliance.
  “The number of people 
paying taxes should go up. 
There are too many tax 
evaders. Authorities should 
not compensate with higher 
taxes because you punish 
those people that already 
comply. Higher tax compli-
ance will result in more in-
come for local government 
which means that there is 
more money for improve-
ment of infrastructure 
and social facilities,” said 
Ganzevoort.
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  The Senator sees a solu-
tion for the increasing pov-
erty in Bonaire, St. Eusta-
tius and Saba by tackling 
three issues: increasing 
salaries, lowering of (food) 
prices and a better tax com-
pliance. “in my opinion the 
solution lies within that tri-
angle,” he said.

Combined effort
  According to Ganzevoort 
the solution would have to 
be a combined effort of the 
local government and the 
business sector in consulta-
tion with The Netherlands, 
Curaçao and 
St. Maarten. The latter 
two countries have a big 
influence on the prices of 
goods because they serve 
as transhipment points and 
in many cases taxes are lev-
ied on products that go to 
Bonaire, St. Eustatius and 
Saba. 
  Ganzevoort said that when 
he visited the islands with a 
delegation of the Senate he 
became well aware of the 
urgency of the situation 
and the need for a solu-
tion. “Many people simply 
do not manage and that is 
unacceptable.”
  The high prices, the steep 
cost of living increase, the 
low wages and elderly al-
lowance AOV, health care 
and the role of local gov-
ernment were recurring 
topics during the meet and 
greet gatherings that the 
Senate’s delegation attend-
ed in Bonaire, St. Eustatius 
and Saba.
  The December 21 deci-
sion of Dutch Minister of 
Public Health, Wellbeing 
and Sports Edith Schip-
pers to restrict the health 
care insurance package in 
the Caribbean Netherlands 
per January 1, 2013 is not 
wise, said Ganzevoort. As 
a matter of fact, the entire 
First Chamber is objecting 
to this decision which was 
taken without consulting 
the islands.

Killing health care
  “You run the risk of killing 
the local health care sys-
tem,” said Ganzevoort. He 
said the principle of making 
the system equal to that of 
The Netherlands doesn’t 
apply because it is not a 
level playing field: people 
on the islands cannot take 
additional health insurance 
and cannot switch health 
care providers. “Measures 
to cut cost are always pain-
ful but you cannot trans-
plant the system one on 
one.”
  Overall there are three 

larger issues that need to 
be solved in the Caribbean 
Netherlands: fewer regu-
lations/legislation, clear-
ing the backlog especially 
where it comes to infra-
structure, working on truly 
better relations and more 
cooperation among the 
partners in the Kingdom.
  Firstly, it is important to 
determine which laws and 
regulations are really need-
ed and which are not. Over-
regulation makes no sense, 
said Ganzevoort. Secondly, 
“We also have to look at the 
aspects that have not been 
cleared and check what is 
really necessary such as the 
infrastructure. For exam-
ple, the roads in St. Eusta-
tius and a water distribu-
tion system in Saba; aspects 
that were never addressed 
when the islands were part 
of the Netherlands Antil-
les.”
  Thirdly, partners in the 
Kingdom have to construc-
tively look at ways to im-
prove relations and cooper-
ation. “Fact of the matter is 
that St. Eustatius and Saba 
will remain dependent on 
St. Maarten. Cooperation 
with surrounding islands is 
essential. We have to ap-
proach this as a network, 
see what is possible not 
only geographically with 
other islands but also with 
organisations, NGO’s,” 
said Ganzevoort.

High airfare 
  The Senator was struck by 
the high prices of air tickets 
in the Windward Islands. 

He agreed with residents 
and governments of St. Eu-
statius and Saba that this 
has an adverse effect on the 
accessibility of the islands 
and the economic develop-
ment in general. He said it 
was important to determine 
the exact cause of the high 
prices and who is respon-
sible.
  Asked if Winair should be 
considered a form of pub-
lic transportation which 
should be subsidised by 
government just like the 
Dutch railway company 
NS, he said that the two 
cases could not be com-
pared. Also, The Hague 
would have to look at the 
cost involved.
  Ganzevoort agreed that 
the Dutch Government is 
partly responsible for good, 
affordable connection by 
air. “Fact is that it is a prob-
lem. The issue does require 
a deeper analysis.” He sug-
gested consultations with 
the St. Maarten airport 
to see if the airport taxes 
could be lowered.
  The problems of St. 
Maarten are of an entirely 
different nature. Gan-
zevoort has respect for 
the way the largest of the 
Windward Islands is build-
ing a country and the de-
termination to make some-
thing of it. But St. Maarten 
remains fragile, he added. 
“The people whom I spoke 
with seem to be well aware 
of the challenges. After all 
it is a very small country.”
  According to Ganzevoort, 
St. Maarten seems to be 

searching for its own posi-
tion in the Kingdom and 
trying to find a balance in 
its relationship with The 
Hague as far as its depen-
dence on The Netherlands 
while at the same time 
showing the willingness to 
cooperate, also in the inter-
est of its sister islands St. 
Eustatius and Saba.

Short mandate
  Asked about his impres-
sion of the new Curaçao 
Government, the Senator 
pointed out that this cabinet 
has a short mandate. “The 
question is how things will 
be in one year. The mea-
sures that this government 
will have to take are very 
far-reaching. It remains to 
be seen to what extent the 
measures can really be ex-
ecuted,” he said. He noted 
that it will be a challenge to 
close the gap in the govern-
ment’s finances.
  “Fact is that they are tak-
ing responsibility and that 
is very good, also for the 
people and the relations 
in the Kingdom,” he said, 
stressing that his remarks 
were based on what he had 
seen and heard during his 
visit and that by no means 
he meant to interfere in 
Curaçao’s own affairs or 
how Willemstad manages 
its own finances.
  How did Ganzevoort end 
up in the Permanent Com-
mittee for Kingdom Rela-

tions last year? “I spent 
part of my childhood in Su-
riname. I have a more than 
average consciousness of 
the width of the Kingdom 
and the importance of good 
relations. I want to contrib-
ute to these relations, also 
from the perspective as to 
whether the decisions that 
we take here are good for 
the islands.”
   There is every reason to 
handle the islands with care 
and not to lose sight of their 
interest, said the Senator. 
“The islands are small and 
deserve to be treated with 
care. Democracy is not only 
power of the majority but 
also the protection of the 
minority,” he said, aiming 
at the role of The Nether-
lands as the biggest country 
of the Kingdom.
  So why does a preacher 
who studied theology be-
come a Member of the 
First Chamber? Because of 
his motto: making space for 
others. Diversity, accepting 
one another for who they 
are is important to him. 
“There is too much polari-
sation, certain groups in 
society are excluded. One 
political party said that the 
islands should be put on 
marktplaats.nl. That is in 
contradiction with my mot-
to. People from the Dutch 
Caribbean are citizens of 
the Kingdom. We should 
care.”          

WILLEMSTAD--Last year 
the Public Prosecutor’s Of-
fice on Curaçao collected 
over NAf. 800,000 in (traf-
fic) fines and transactions 
during 2012, said Minister 
of Justice Nelson Navarro 
(PAIS) in reply to written 
questions from the PAR-
fraction.
  The total amount of NAf. 
841,352 exceeded that of 
NAf. 527,363 received in 
2011 by over NAf. 300,000. 
The money will be depos-
ited in the Crime Fund, 
which is meant to finance 
projects for the prevention 
of juvenile crime.
  In 2010 the prosecution 
collected NAf. 872,824. 
Undoubtedly, the introduc-
tion of “Paga bo But” (Pay 
your Fine) that was imple-
mented in 2009 especially 
to improve collections con-
tributed toward this result, 
but there were quite a few 
bottlenecks with the imple-
mentation afterwards.

  In the annual report on 
2011 the Public Prosecu-
tor’s Office reports that a 
special support team was 
appointed to clear the ar-
rears of the traffic court 
sessions from 2009 to 2011 
and clean up the Paga bo 
But-file to collect as much 
in overdue fines as possible. 
Many summonses were re-
turned because the address 
was incorrect or the person 
in question had moved.
  Reactions were also re-
ceived from violators who 
had already paid the trans-
action but still received a 
notice. According to the 
annual report, the fine-col-
lecting department was to 
function optimally in 2012.
  In 2011, 14 per cent of 
the written summonses 
were settled at the session, 
of which 1,881 were dis-
missed. An amount of NAf. 
266,854  was collected in 
transactions.


